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Kyle White 
 
Kyle White hung himself in the jail the other night. He has a history of attempted 
suicides, but was never given mental health services. Piggy Cavenaugh can't be 
bothered with taking her job seriously, just taking the money.   
 
The result is that so many on the rez who need mental health services and 
counseling, have nowhere to go. They self-medicate with drugs and alcohol, and 
we have seen, over and over again, how much worse that makes it for not only 
the person, but for everyone around them.  It spirals into darker and darker 
territory. 
 
There comes violence, recklessness. Laws are broken. Bones are broken. Sick 
people end up in jail instead of in hospitals...  
 
There is so much generational PTSD on the rez, it would take a team of 50 
qualified counselors to render appropriate care.  
 
There would also have to be security in that people seeking help would not have 
to fear that Piggy and her family and pals would be breaching confidentiality 
regularly. Counselors could not even lock their files because Piggy would go in 
with a crowbar just to snoop through to see if there was anything in there she 
needed or wanted. 
 
So, you get cases like Kyle White. And you get jailers who do not have him on 
appropriate suicide watch.  Or you get a government that really doesn't care 
about funding services and cuts the numbers of people on duty so even if you 
wanted to, you could not possibly give the right kind of supervision to prisoners to 
protect them from other prisoners or even themselves.  
 
It's a vicious cycle. It's the rez. It's everywhere.  
 
The rez gets funding that never gets properly applied to the programs it is 
intended for. Decades of corruption lead to this. He may or may not have been 
someone everyone will miss, but at one point in his life, Kyle was just a kid who 
needed help. He grew into an adult that needed help. He never got it.  
 
We have got to stop throwing people away. We are running out of Indians.  
 
You know where to find me. 
 
~Cat 


